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Transformative Potentials of Drama in Language Education 
in the Globalized Contexts 

For almost a decade, there witnesses a growing field of applied drama/theatre education 

and second language learning research and practices at various educational levels and contexts 

worldwide (Stinson & Winston, 2011; Winston, 2012; Piazzoli, 2018). For Asia, forces 

of globalization have complicated the issues of languages, power and identity as people are 

fighting with a double-edged sword - embracing the cultural and economic influences while 

fighting to define or re-define one's identity collectively or as individuals. Concerned applied 

drama practitioners/scholars, and language educators alike, have inevitably come upon such 

struggles for power and identity in defence of the democratic space in education. The needs 

for understanding, examining and theorizing the relations between drama and languages, be 

that of the learners' native language or second/foreign language, have become more urgent and 

imperative than ever before. 

At this time and space, we present this special themed issue on Drama and Languages, pulling 

together applied drama practices and research that attempt to respond to or interrogate language 

education in the existing socio-historical or political situations. The five papers in this themed 

issue take us around concerns of applied drama and theatre practitioners in the use of drama/ 

theatre pedagogy in both secondary/foreign and first language education in the contemporary 

Asian-Pacific contexts and beyond. They offer the readers views into the transformative potentials 

of applied drama/theatre practices in language education and ways that those potentials could be 

further strengthened, pedagogically and methodologically, when drawing intellectual resources 

and insights from across the disciplines. 

The first three papers in this issue share a similar context where the high socio-political status 

of English has impacts on language education and classroom practices as a second language in 

Hong Kong and as a foreign language in Japan. The three papers illustrate the possibilities drama 










